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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Hello, Friends!

The time sure flies from one issue to the next!  As we return to a new year of 
Southern Gospel music and this 2025 Spring/Summer issue of the Keystone 
Quarterly Magazine, I trust that you have had an enriching, safe and healthy 
winter.  Even though we got a fair amount of snow, I’m glad that we are at the 
end of this cold season, with nicer weather here to stay… 

It’s that time of year again!  Make it a point to check the websites and 
Facebook pages of your favorite Southern Gospel groups and concerts. 

This Spring/Summer issue is dedicated to our newest Hall of Fame Inductees 
that were honored last October at the banquet.  Many of you were able to 
attend the 2024 PSGMA Hall of Fame Induction Banquet and the PSGMA 
sure appreciates your continued support of this annual event!  Overflowing 
congratulations go out to Pastor Sam Coughenour, Luke Hess and Holly Fehr, 
our newest 2024 PSGMA Hall of Fame Inductees. 

The banquet attendees at this current year’s HOF banquet (10/25/25) will 
be enjoying a superb concert by none other than The Kingsmen!!  Be sure 
to check out the enclosed AD about this upcoming Hall of Fame Induction 
Banquet for the location and ticket information!

We always want to thank you for your continued support of the PSGMA.  If 
you are interested in becoming an annual or even a lifetime member, see the 
details on the back cover of this issue. 

We hope to see you soon!

Sincerely,

Dave Theis, Editor
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Please send payment to:
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434 Bethany Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4313

AD Prices: $35.00/     1/4    Page
$65.00/ 1/2 Page
$125.00/ Whole Page
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Send all other correspondence associated with the magazine via E-Mail, to Dave Theis:
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Become A Member of the PSGMA... details on back cover!

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com

     Hello, Everyone! WHAT A SUMMER! The past few months 
have been a flurry of activity! I hope many of you have gotten 
to attend at least one of the many southern gospel music events 
that have taken place near you. 
     Well, here we are in our Fall issue of The Keystone 
Quarterly. Time seems to be going by so quickly. It sure does 
make me think about what I may be overlooking in life and 
reminds me that I should be making the best of every moment.
     I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are
members of the PSGMA; we appreciate your continued support. 
If you are reading this and you are not a member, take a look at 
the back cover and sign up today!
     Hoping to see you all at our annual PSGMA Hall of Fame
Banquet on October 26th! Please check out the ad in this issue.

Sincerely,

John Lythgoe

John Lythgoe, PSGMA President

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com

Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs. 

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs.

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs. 

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

Page 2 Keystone QuarterlyPage 2 Keystone Quarterly

A Word from the President

Hello, Friends!
We are pleased to return to a new year of Southern Gospel music and the 2019 Spring 

Issue of the Keystone Quarterly. I trust that you have had an enriching and safe winter. 
Depending on where you live, the weather sure has been extreme, with one snow storm 
after another. I’m sure we’ll see more of that, but at least we are hopefully at the tail end 
of this cold season, with nicer weather on the way…

It's always good to check the websites and Facebook pages of your favorite southern 
gospel groups and concerts. It’s that time of year again!

This Spring issue is dedicated to our new 2018 Keystone Award Winners and the Hall 
of Fame Inductees. Many of you were able to attend the 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet and the PSGMA sure appreciates your continued support of this 
annual event. Congratulations to Brothers In Grace Quartet, the 2018 PSGMA Keystone 
Award winners! Also, we welcomed John Abraham, Rev. Bill Dykes and David Benner, 
our new 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame Inductees. The banquet attendees also enjoyed a 
superb concert by none other than The Blackwood Brothers Quartet.  Be sure to check 
out the enclosed AD for the upcoming 2019 Hall of Fame Induction Banquet for the 
location and ticket information!

We want to thank you for your continued support of the PSGMA. If you are interested 
in becoming an annual or lifetime member, see details on the back cover.

We hope to see you soon!
Sincerely,

John Lythgoe

PSGMA
Board Members

& Officers

EXECUTIVE BOARD
President

John Lythgoe

Vice President
Randy Simpson

Secretary
Duane Nicholson

Treasurer
Ken Rhodes

Ed Cordell
Bob Jacobs

John McPherson
Dave Theis

Lynn Petersen

Committee Members
Historian

Lynn Petersen

Web Page
Dave Theis

Editor
Dave Theis

Contact Information & ad Pricing
Please send payment to:
PSGMA
c/o Dave Theis
434 Bethany Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4313

AD Prices:  $ 15.00/ Business Card
  $ 25.00/ 1/4 Page
  $ 50.00/ 1/2 Page
  $100.00/ Whole Page

Magazine AD Checks made payable to: PSGMA
Send all other correspondence associated with the magazine via E-Mail, to Dave Theis: 
dtheis@juno.com

Become A Member of the PSGMA... details on back cover!

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com

PSGMA
BOARD MEMBERS

& OFFICERS

EXECUTIVE BOARD
President

Ed Cordell

Vice President
Daryl Mellott

Secretary
Dave Theis

Treasurer
Dave Theis

John McPherson
Bob Jacobs
Julie Sloan

Galen Burkholder
Randy Simpson
Floyd Foster
Stanley Dye

Liz Hess
Kevin Good

Duane Nicholson

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Historian

Julie Sloan

Web Page
Dave Theis

Editor
Dave Theis

PSGMA website: 
http://www.psgma.com

Page 12 Keystone Quarterly

c/o Dave Theis, 434 Bethany Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4313

Please Check One:  q $20.00 1 Year  q $35.00 2 Years  q $125.00 Lifetime



Keystone Quarterly Page 3Keystone Quarterly Page 3

Brothers In Grace 
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann 
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller 
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the  
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting  
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style. 

Contact Information: 
(717)  291-1535 or  

Toll Free (800) 717-8924 
1057 Louise Ave. -  Lancaster, PA 17601 

Email: bigquartet@aol.com 
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com 
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On The Narrow Road
with Uncle Brian Rosenbaum

Whew! Summer ministries 
are closing down. Please let me 
encourage you to join us in giving 
GOD praise for all of the things 
that HE brought us through! 

Personally, The LORD JESUS 
CHRIST brought me through 
another month or two of hospital 
visits. I have lost track of all the 
people that GOD put in my path to 
witness to! You can share GOD'S 
JOY and LOVE with ALL KINDS 

of people... Doctors and nurses, visitors and roommates, 
even kids that come in to see a sick relative! What a JOY! 

You know, it really helped me to focus on the people 
around me. I didn't have to focus on me quite so much! 

"Bear ye one another's burdens and thus fulfill the LAW of 
CHRIST", is found in Galatians 6:2. In bearing OTHER’s 
burdens, we can get through OUR burdens more easily! 
What a WONDERFUL SAVIOR we have! HE put all of this 
in HIS PERFECT PLAN!

My aim with THIS issue is to encourage you to join me 
in striving to be THAT Child of GOD! I need your help as 
much as you need mine! 

Therein is a part of the purpose of the PSGMA. Just 
like what CHURCH should be. So, if you are reading this 
and you don't go to church, contact me at (717) 706-1343. I 
would be glad to help you find one. If you sing, find another 
singer to encourage. Participate in the PSGMA activities, or 
contact the PSGMA to find out what you can do to help.

May the LORD bless you and keep you as you press on 
towards the mark of GOD'S HIGH CALLING! 

Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

The Fellowship Quartet
PO Box 403

Ellerslie, MD 21529

By email:
thefellowshipquartet@gmail.com

By Phone:
Brad Lowery (301) 697-3095

http://fellowshipquartet.com/

For Ticket Information, call:
Dave Theis (717) 571-4995

Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Association
Hall of Fame Banquet

Musical Guests: The Kingsmen
Saturday, October 25, 2025

Christian Life Assembly Church Life Center
2645 Lisburn Road • Camp Hill, PA 17011

Doors Open - 4:30 PM

Dinner - 5:00 PM / Concert - 6:30 PM
Admission - $40.00 (Concert Only - $20)

Join Us For An Evening of Dining, Entertainment, 
Fellowship and The Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony!

For Ticket Purchasing, visit: 
tinyurl.com/PSGMA-tickets
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Dave Kyllonen, Cliff Cerce and 2 others went to 
Indiana to be trained on the water treatment plant 
equipment that they eventually installed in Ecuador 
February 2019.  Unfortunately, although Dave 
Kyllonen went on the October 2018 trip to the 
Amazon jungle to plan the installation, he was too 
sick to go back in February 2019 to actually install 
the equipment; but, he was most instrumental in 
raising the money for the project, and Praise God, 
he lived long enough to hear the reports of how this 
project was accomplished.

Here are some pictures of our trip together.  We sang 
an excerpt from a classic Couriers song acapella - 
“What the World Needs is Jesus”.   The men sang this 
in one of the most famous churches in all of South 
America.  It is in the Ecuador capital city of Quito, 
and it is called “Iglesia de la Compania de Jesus”, 
which is a Jesuit Catholic church.  Construction 
of the church began in 1605, but was not totally 
completed until 160 years later in 1765. The church 
is plated with gold and is the most beautiful church 
I have ever been in.
 
We were told that we were not allowed to take any 
pictures in the church sanctuary by the very nice 
gentleman named Diego, who conducted our tour 
of the church. We learned that Diego was a foreign 
exchange student in West Virginia years ago, and his 
English was flawless.  After we had left the sanctuary 
area, Diego asked us what we do in the United 
States, and we mentioned that we have done some 
singing. He told us that he was a singer, too, and had 
recorded some CDs.  So, we asked him to sing us a 
song, and he did.  He was a very good singer.  Then, 
he asked us to sing something for him, and Dave, 
Mike Hammer, and I sang a Couriers tune familiar 

EQUADOR MISSIONS TRIP 
With Dave Kyllonen And Cliff Cerce

Written By the late Cliff Cerce
    

to all of us for him, acapella.  He then asked us to 
come back into the sanctuary and stand in front of the 
altar and sing that song for the people that were there 
seated in the pews and for those that were touring the 
church… and also for him… so he could take a video 
of us singing it with his phone.  So, we asked if we could 
video it as well, and he gave us permission to do so.  
Since we were already checked out of our hotel rooms 
and were headed to the airport later, we were in our 
comfortable traveling clothes and not appropriately 
dressed for singing in such a majestic setting; but we 
did our best.  Diego added the bass note on the end of 
our song.

Four days before he died, Dave Kyllonen called me and 
asked me to make sure that the remaining 4 villages 
in the Amazon jungle also received clean water in the 
future, and he even told me which of the 4 villages he 
wanted to receive the water treatment plant before any 
others.  So, his missionary work is still continuing…

Starting out
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EQUADOR MISSIONS TRIP 
With Dave Kyllonen And Cliff Cerce

Photos
    

Our mode of transportation Checking out the region

Five men on a mission

Our planning meeting room

So much history in one church
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GOSPEL MUSIC FESTIVAL  

ON THE RIDGE 

 

August 23rd, 2025 - NOON to 5:00 PM 

ST. THOMAS CHURCH GROVE  
1341 RIDGE RD, HOOVERSVILLE, PA 

 

MUSIC BY: 
HEAVEN 4 SHORE 

VICTORY EXPRESS 
FELLOWSHIP QUARTET 

RANDY SIMPSON 
KEYSTONE STATE QUARTET 

 
BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIR 

Food for sale by St. Thomas Food Committee 
 

There will be a LOVE OFFERING 
 

Questions? Call 814-483-0296 or 814-442-6578 
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Keystone State Quartet 
          Tom Wingert, Baritone                    Jordan Bachman, Bass          Julie Sloan, Alto/Lead                 Kim Able, Lead/Tenor 

A V A I L A B L E   N O W ! ! ! 
 

Our newest recording 
 

“All About Jesus” 
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Hagans Family Receive 
2024 Keystone Award

Keystone Quarterly

Each year, the PSGMA inducts 3 individuals into the Pennsylvania Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame. In October 2024, another 3 well deserving friends joined the 
Pennsylvania Gospel Music Hall of Fame Alumni. The Banquet was held in Camp 
Hill, PA at the Christian Life Assembly Family Life Center. After a wonderful dinner 
banquet, The Down East Boys hit the stage and thrilled every listener in attendance. 
With their final song of the first set, folks anxiously awaited the induction ceremony. 

The first individual inducted was Pastor Sam Coughenour.
Sam was born June 19, 1943, in Pittsburgh, PA, and has lived in Pennsylvania for 
64 years.  As a child, Sam grew up as he states, “in a poor, but happy family”, where 
he was the youngest of 11 children.  Sam recalls loving music for as long as he can 
remember, and at age 5, would ride his tricycle singing, “You Are My Sunshine”.  
Sam started playing guitar at age 11, self-taught, spending hours on end, learning 
to play it just right.  At age 13, he formed a rock and roll band, and in a few years 
they were traveling with a local DJ to ‘record hops’, with their music playing over the 
local radio station.

THE 2024 PSGMA HOF 
AWARD BANQUET

By Randy Simpson

Sam Coughenour Down East Boys

Sam’s first memory of gospel music was hearing a record of Evangelist Lowell 
Lundstrom.  In August of 1966, at an old fashioned tent meeting, Sam went 
from playing rock and roll to having his feet on the Rock and his name on the 
roll.  After his salvation, he attended Zion Bible Institute, where he would hear 
southern gospel quartets, like The Blackwood Brothers and The Statesmen. 

Throughout the different churches he has served, Sam has always promoted 
many different gospel music artists.  Since 1971, Sam has ministered as well as 
promoted gospel music over the airwaves.  In 1996, he went on WQZS where 
southern gospel music was his main format for 27 years.  His wife Margie 
cohosted with him for 13 years. 

For many years, Sam has been associated with gospel music as an artist, 
promoter, radio DJ, songwriter, as well as many other areas behind the scenes, 
making sure God’s word is spread to the masses.  Sam recalls a special honor to 
opening a concert for Jean Shepherd and Little Jimmy Dickens. Sam was very 
grateful as he accepted his HOF award. Brother Sam is currently pastoring in 
Berlin, PA at Abundant Life Christian Center, and we thank Sam for his years 
of service to the pulpit and to Southern Gospel Music.
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The second individual inducted was Luke Hess.  Born on September 11, 1961 
in Frystown, PA, Luke was born and raised on a farm along with five siblings, 
with parents that instilled a Pennsylvania work ethic, who strove to be honest 
and trustworthy in their personal and professional lives.  Luke attended 
Shirksville Mennonite Church, where his first memory of music was hymns 
and hearing four-part harmonies sung by all ages, with males on one side and 
females on the other side.  He recalls singing along with the Chuck Wagon 
Gang while driving to and from college, developing his ability to sing all the 
different harmony parts, and not just the lead. Luke has served gospel music 
in so many facets, including artist, promoter, radio, songwriting, gospel 
publication and media, and so much more. 

Since 1995, Luke has been founder and president of Communication 
Management Co., Inc., publisher of Today & Tomorrow Magazine.  Luke 
shares a special memory of gospel music, which was was seeing the Chuck 
Wagon Gang live in the 1960’s, when most of the original members were still 
traveling.  Their records were the only ones permitted in the Hess home, the 
only ones Mennonite approved!! (LOL) Luke is still very busy as publisher of 
Today & Tomorrow magazine, and Dine ‘N’ Clip place mats, and his first love, 
promoting Southern Gospel Music.  Congratulations, Luke!

Luke Hess
The last individual inducted in October 2024 was Holly Fehr. Holly was born 
on December 17, 1964 in Colorado Springs, CO. As a child, Holly attended 
Christian Missionary Alliance Church 
in Mechanicsburg, PA.  

Holly seemed to always love gospel music.  Her earliest memory was hearing 
The Jacobs Brothers many years ago.  Holly was thrilled to visit the National 
Quartet Convention in 2002.  She was a member of March Forth Qt. from 
1999 to 2021, and was with them when they were named Keystone Award 
winners in 2007.  

In 2021, after a short illness, she gained her Heavenly wings.  One special 
thing to note, was Holly’s personality.  Her joyous smile, and happy, bubbly 
demeanor was contagious, and could brighten any room.  Floyd Fehr, Holly’s 
husband, accepted Holly’s award.

The Down East Boys then took the stage again to wow the crowd one last 
time before the evening came to an end.  A wonderful time was enjoyed by 
all.  This year’s HOF banquet event will take place Saturday, October 25, 2025.  
You will find all the information within this publication.

Holly Fehr 
(accepted by her Husband)

THE 2024 PSGMA HOF 
AWARD BANQUET

(cont’d)
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CHAPTER	VII	GOSPEL	QUARTET	

	

Spreading	God’s	Word	through	Music!	

Contact	Information:	(717)	249-4938	

Email:	dfmcp7@comcast.net	

Visit	Us	At:	www.chapterviigospel.com	

and	on	Facebook:	

https://www.facebook.com/ChapterVIIGospelQuartet	

Now	booking	Gospel	Music	events	for	2026!	

	

	



Keystone Quarterly Page 11

SUNDAYS @ 6:00 PM
Offering Taken - Bring Lawn Chairs

Coleman Park Amphitheater
North side of Lebanon on Route 72

PRIMARY RAIN LOCATION:  Living Waters Chapel - 1900 Jay St, Lebanon, PA
Please refer to our Facebook page for updates or call 717.860.1323

www.musicinthepark.net

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
2025

 June 1:  3 HEATH BROTHERS
 June 8:  GREATER VISION
 June 15:  THE CRAGUNS
 June 22:  THE HOPPERS
 June 29:  JOSEPH HABEDANK
 July 6: THE CRESTMEN
 July 13: LEFEVRE QUARTET
 July 20: MARK TRAMMEL QUARTET
` July 27:  AUTHENTIC UNLIMITED & 
  TRU-VINTAGE
 August 3: BRIAN FREE & ASSURANCE
 August 10:   PERFECT HARMONY PRESENTS:
  THEN SINGS MY SOUL
 August 17:  THE WHISNANTS
 August 24: GOLD CITY

musicintheparkoflebanonpa

34TH YEAR

PayPal 
Online 
Giving



Page 12 Keystone Quarterly

When you meet this large robust man, you would never 
forget him.  He was tall, but he never looked down on 
anyone.  He had a large belly that shook even when he 
told the jokes.  He was known as Brother, Uncle, Pops, 
Pastor, Friend, or simply Brian.  Brian Rosenbaum 
came to us from the Johnstown, PA area.  He started his 
ministry by helping at the King’s Kids Camp in Dillsburg 
PA, which is what brought him to the Dillsburg, PA area.

He loved working with children.  I believe the true 
reason he worked with children was because, like him, 
he had that childlike faith and his love for everyone 
was simple, yet unwavering.  Oh, the stories he would 
tell would sometimes make you think, is he telling you 
the truth or as he would say, “just using a little poetic 
license”. 

Dr. Brian Keith Rosenbaum was born on August 24, 
1959 to Eugene and Deloris Rosenbaum.  He had one 
sibling, Dawn, who loved to torment him.  Of course, 
Brian offered the same back in jest.  As much as they 
frustrated each other, they loved each other that much 
more. The time had come for Brian to leave his family’s 
side and become a missionary to the United Kingdom.  
This is where he learned to drink Earl Grey Tea.  

Dr. Brian Keith Rosenbaum: 
Known by Many Names, Yet Known by All

By Douglas Koch    

While serving as a missionary, he not only used his 
education from bible college, but continued on to gain 
his doctorate.  Upon his return to the United States, 
he, his sister Dawn and his father had settled in the 
Harrisburg area.  He continued on helping his family 
while teaching classes at the Lancaster Bible Institute.  
He was also teaching some of the youth at the local 
CMA churches in Dillsburg/Mechanicsburg area.  
That is where his compassion would be.  He had an 
old white Buick and gave the kids markers and told 
them to go decorate his car; but the one catch was that 
it had to be based on a bible story.  What he didn’t 
realize is what he thought were dry erase makers were 
permanent!  

While doing ministry, Brian also posed as the local 
“Santa Claus”, including singing and, yes, dancing at 
Hershey Park. Brian was able to use Santa Claus as an 
“in” to bring the true Christmas Story to life.  He then 
took on a position at King’s Kids Camp in Dillsburg, 
PA and he developed a relationship with the Jacobs 
Brothers and their children.  During his time there, 
Brian met Doug Koch through youth ministries and 
they not only became great friends, but brothers!  Many 
thought they were actual brothers, since they looked 
almost like twins. After a couple of years, they started 
a music ministry with March Forth Quartet.  With 
Brian and Doug, the remainder of the quartet was also 
Dan Harmon and Bill Hamm, both from Dillsburg.  

Brian Rosenbaum at Why At The Well

Brian Rosenbaum



Keystone Quarterly Page 13

It’s funny how God puts folks together, because Dan 
came from the Air Force and was a perfectionist 
with harmonies.  Bill was one of those that if you 
didn’t know him, he seemed to be a grumpy old 
man, but loved singing with the group.   Brian sang 
with the March Forth Quartet for several years, but 
due to health issues had to resign from the quartet.  
He was still serving as a youth pastor, but he didn’t 
stop singing.  Even with all the health issues, Brian 
continued to enjoy God allowing him to have some of 
the limelight.  One of my favorite times with him was 
to have him, Kevin Good (of Heaven 4 Shore), and 
myself sing ‘Somewhere Overweight People’.

Original March Forth

Brian did not celebrate his earthly birthday, but his 
Spiritual Birthday each year.  He would invite everyone 
to come, since this was his most exciting day of his 
year!  Unfortunately, this would be his grandmother’s 
last celebration.  Brian and I would go to her burial 
place knowing she was not there, but the peace that 
surrounded us there made it always special.  While we 
were there, we threw birdseed and breadcrumbs out to 
the birds, squirrels and deer and they would even come 
up and eat while we were there.  Brian shared so many 
memories and stories that I could probably fill several 
books.

Pastor Brian Speaking at Why At The Well

So, to call him a brother, many people thought we were 
actually siblings.  We were siblings in the Lord’s eyes, but 
to many we were a lot alike; but most of all, those that 
said they loved the Lord could say he was their brother, 
too!  Some of those around him during ‘Summer Fun’ at 
Why at the Well would call him Uncle Brian, because he 
usually had a treat for them to snack on.  He was called 
Pops by many of his adopted children, both through 
legal and through the Lord.  He was called friend by all 
those that know him, as he was a friend to all. 

Everyone and anyone could always call him Love, 
because the Lord was shown through him and was 
infectious to the heart!   His passion was to see everyone 
dedicate their lives to the Lord, no matter what age, 
what size, what gender, what race, and what religion!  
I am going to close with his normal: not goodbye, but 
“May the Lord be with you”; and his expected response 
was ... “and with you ALWAYS!”

Pastor Brian with Brothers In Grace Quartet

Doug was the technical one that handled the sound 
equipment and Brian was the spokesperson.   You 
never knew what was going to come out of his mouth.   
Brian always said, “God has a sense of humor.  We 
sang together for the first time on April Fool’s Day and 
our first concert was at a Mother-Daughter Banquet.”  
During this time with the quartet, Brian came to the 
group and advised that he was hired as the youth 
pastor at Why At the Well in Mechanicsburg, PA.  The 
kids and adults at Why at the Well fell in love with 
him.  Of course, those that know Why at the Well is 
that it’s a fun, but ‘grow in Christ’ center, where you 
can use a computer, play games, have fun, and a gym.  
It also doubles as Landmark Baptist Church.  While 
there, Pastor Bob and Brian had a lot of great times 
together. 

Brian came from a humble beginning in Johnstown, 
PA.  While traveling with March Forth Quartet, he 
made many ventures home to see his grandmother 
that still resided in Johnstown. Of course, he would 
schedule the group to sing over that way as much as he 
could, as well and making many stops at Friendship 
Village in Bedford, PA.  I remember one trip that 
Brian and I made was to pick up his grandmother 
in January, so that she could attend his Birthday 
Celebration!  
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In the early years, we were comprised of 4 singers 
and a piano player; our mode of travel was 4 door 
sedans and later in a Cadillac limousine which we 
bought from a funeral director.  We then bought a 
‘48 model bus and drove it 500,000 miles and sold 
it to a group called The Orells.  One trip out west, 
a cracked primary filter allowed us to only drive 
35 MPH.  We drove from Utah to Las Vegas, NV, 
which was quite the trip.  One trip West, we and the 
Country Gospel group called THE CHRISTIAN 
TROUBADORS were traveling in CANADA to 
a concert.  About 50 miles from our destination, 
the Troubadors’s bus engine died.  We were in the 
middle of nowhere; we pushed their bus 50 miles to 
our next concert.

We were contacted by a church in downtown 
Baltimore to do a concert.  Just before arriving at the 
church, a rainstorm had flooded an underground 
electrical unit, leaving the church without power.  
We had a generator in our bus and the church found 
some extension cords.  The church wanted an altar 
call, which we usually did anyway.  The church had 
printed up cards for anyone who accepted Christ.  
They ran out of cards!  God honored that church’s 
outreach.  Having been raised in church and 
believing in altar calls, or at least a challenge as part 
of our calling, we never failed to do so very often.  
We could not rationalize being away so much from 
family without a challenge. 
 
Some of our ministry was not singing.  One example 
stands out.  All of our group had gone to Christian 
Camps in our youth and we knew the value of 
gathering together as youth.   So, we started our own 
7-day youth camp in Pennsylvania. Our contact 
with so many churches in the Northeast allowed us 
to minister to over 300 young people a year for 20 
years.  We still hear from so many of those young 
people now, grown up and living for the Lord. 
		

LOOKING BACK FONDLY
By Duane Nicholsons    

We conducted a two week camp meeting in Landisville, 
PA each summer.  Our television ministry blossomed 
when WGAL TV in Lancaster contacted us about doing 
a Sunday morning program!  That was truly God’s plan.  
WGAL TV is the most watched TV outlet in our area 
and was the 10th largest market for NBC in the nation.  
To God be the glory.  I still remember the man’s name 
from WGAL.  It was Christmas time.  His first words 
were, “HOW WOULD YOU LIKE A CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT?”   
 
We then had a Courier Day at HERHEY PARK.  The park 
was closed to the general public until 5 PM.  We sang 
at least 5 times, all half hour concerts.  When the park 
opened to the public at 5, the evening entertainment 
group came into the dressing room where we were 
changing.  On the wall was a chart where it was written 
the amount of people who attended each show.  The 
charts on the wall for our days said sold out!  Then we 
told them about Couriers Day.  Those days were fun 
days!

I remember driving one afternoon over three hours to 
a church date.  When we arrived, we noticed that there 
were only 4-5 cars.  Upon entering, one of the men said 
he was the pastor of the church.  He informed us that 
we were booked for the following week!  The pastor and 
his board were having a board meeting.  Another time, 
we were going to sing in Hamilton Ontario, Canada.  
Hamilton is a solid 7-hour drive from home in good 
weather.  It was snowing when we started the trip.  We 
called the pastor about canceling, but he insisted we 
honor our date and in several inches deep of snow.  
When we met the pastor, he informed us he canceled 
the service two hours ago; (I think he offered us some 
tea for our trouble).  I have told you of some bad times.  
Here is a good and thoughtful time: we booked a date 
on one of our 50 odd trips to California that treated 
us very well.  We received, while already in California, 
that the church was in the midst of a powerful revival 
and did not want to interrupt this move of GOD; of 
course, we understood this.  In the mail a few days later, 
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we received a check for $800 from the prior church, 
apologizing for having to cancel.

Early concert paychecks were $25.00.  We suggested 
$125.00 per service and were criticized for even 
asking.  When we started filling churches all over 
the reach of WGAL TV, we saw plates filled to 
overflowing with money, but we were still criticized 
for asking a fee.  To this day, we never signed 
contracts unless demanded by a promoter.  I am not 
complaining, but just being honest and transparent.  
My fellow partners in the group never complained.  
I have heard Neil Enloe say over and over that 
God has always been our source of supplying our 
needs, not necessarily our wants.  I will never forget 
Neil’s story about our needs being met.  When The 
COURIERS disbanded for a time several years ago, 
we all continued in solo ministries. On one occasion, 
Neil sang at a very large church in a neighboring 
state.  His in-laws went to hear Neil.  An offering 
was taken for Neil.  After the service the pastor did 

not offer a meal as many do.  So, Neil and family had 
dinner together. Somehow the subject of what he was 
paid came up.  This was unusual, because Neil never 
discussed money much. Neil’s mother-in-law asked 
Neil if he was paid well.  Neil responded that he had not 
even looked at his check.  He pulls out the check and 
tells the family the amount was less than $200.  Neil’s 
mother-in-law was irate.  She had put a check in the 
offering of $75.00; case closed. Two weeks later, a Bible 
School friend, now pastor of a church in Longmont, 
CO asked Neil to fly to Longmont to play a brand new 
grand piano dedicated to the memory of some church 
member.  The church paid airfare, hotel, food and 
$2,000, plus selling his solo CD recordings.

Dave, Duane and Neil don’t have much of earth’s riches, 
but the story continues now with all their children and 
now grandchildren, who are involved in ministry.  
The Legacy continues. 

LOOKING BACK FONDLY    

Hagansfamily.com | Phone: (717) 200-1337 | email: hfministries@comcast.net

(cont’d)
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Singin’ Gospel presents 
Gettin’ ’Round Tuit Tour 

Now booking for 2025 
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Saturday, June 28     6:30 PM          Mercy Run – Central PA 

Saturday, July 5        6:30 PM       The King’s Brass – Fort Wayne, IN 

Saturday, July 12      6:30 PM       Journey Home Music Singers – Phila, PA 

Saturday, July 19      6:30 PM       The Lesters – St. Louis, MO 

Saturday, July 26      6:30 PM       Damaris Carbaugh – Mt. Vernon, NY   

Saturday, Aug 2      10:00 AM       Ladies Day with Verna Bowman 
                  Luncheon at 12:00 Noon – Ticket Required 

Saturday, Aug 2        6:30 PM          JJ Beauvais - Cape May, NJ 

Saturday, Aug 9        6:30 PM       Jeff Krick, Sr. Gospel Concert – Reading, PA 

Saturday, Aug 16      6:30 PM          National Christian Choir – Gaithersburg, MD 

Saturday, Aug 23      6:30 PM       Daryl Mosley – Waverly, TN 

FRIDAY, Aug 29    6:30 PM       Tribute Quartet – Hendersonville, TN 

Milford Park is located on Routes 29 & 100, just south of Emmaus and Macungie.  
Services are held in our open-air tabernacle, rain or shine.  A free-will offering will be 
received to support the ministries of the speakers and musicians leading our worship 
services, as well as the ministry of Milford Park.  Come join us throughout the summer 
and bring a friend!  Check our website for Day Camp information. 

Snack shop platters are available before Saturday night concerts from 5:00 – 6:00 PM.  
Dining space is available under the pavilion or inside the snack shop.  All events and 
camps are open to the public.  

 

 

Milford Park Bible Camp 
2025 Summer Concert Schedule 

Milford Park Bible Camp 
6451 Chestnut Street (Rts 29 & 100) 

Zionsville, PA 18092-2179 

610-966-4240 
MPCamp@ptd.net 

www.milfordpark.org 
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c/o Dave Theis, 434 Bethany Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4313

Please Check One:  q $20.00 1 Year  q $35.00 2 Years  q $125.00 Lifetime


